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Reply
We would like to thank the Editor for giving us the chance to
answer the questions raised by Olivier Steichen of TenonHospital,
Paris, France. Regarding the first question, there was no significant
change in the pattern of baseline infarct distribution between the
ipsi- and contralateral brain hemispheres when the 177 patients
with previous contralateral symptoms were excluded from theanalysis. Also, contralateral silent embolic infarcts did not predict
subsequent ipsilateral strokes (P  .68) and conversely, ipsilateral
silent embolic infarction did not predict subsequent contralateral
strokes (P .36). Finally, 8-year and annual stroke rates in patients
with 80 to 99% stenosis in the presence of a previous ipsilateral
embolic infarct were 35% and 4.4%, respectively, while the corre-
sponding rates in the absence of such infarction were 10% and
1.25%, respectively. Based on the results of themultivariate analysis
we presented in our article, both silent brain infarction and stenosis
severity were predictors of future neurologic events and, therefore,
we believe that they play an independent role.
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